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TikTok sale slowed as Chinese government may get involved

That means TikTok’s parent, ByteDance, might need approval from the Chinese government to sell
off its prized algorithm — adding another political obstacle to overcome with the U.S. ban less than

three weeks away.

TikTok is known for a curated “For You Page” that shows users videos they might be interested in
and makes it easier for creators to get their videos in front of other people on the app. It’s a big piece

of TikTok’s appeal for both users and potential buyers.

“You could buy the brand [TikTok] and the user data without the algorithm, but the algorithm is the
most valuable part of TikTok and the secret of its success,” said James Lewis of the Center for

Strategic and International Studies, a think tank in D.C.

The new export rules could imperil the entire deal because the algorithm doesn’t merely exist on its

own. It‘s deeply woven into the TikTok app, intertwined with the tools to upload videos as well as

the technology behind how users’ identities are managed. It may be impossible to strip that out.
(kB https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/09/03/tiktok-sale-slowed-

chinese-government-may-get-involved/)
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